[Socio-professional evaluation of 184 patients with hand injuries treated at an emergency microsurgery service].
184 consecutive patients were operated for severe industrial injuries of the hand. Microsurgical techniques were used in 86% of cases, with 41% of replantation (with about 1/3 of failures), and revascularization, and 17% of sutures of median and ulnar nerves. These patients were examined by medical experts from the French National Health Service, independently of their surgeons, in order to determine under which conditions they could resume their professional activities (changes of their working conditions or not, reduction in their wages or not, etc.). Moreover the duration of work interruption, as well as the percentage of professional disabilities, were known for more than 90% of the 115 patients who underwent an official assessment. The average percentage of professional disability was 19%, whereas without specialized surgery it used to be roughly 30 to 40% for the same lesions. The value of microsurgical techniques was obvious when considering the ability of the patients to resume their previous activities, especially as 96% of them were manual workers. Only 12% of the patients did not resume their work (5% were unemployed, and 7% retired or were too disabled to work). 18% were able to return to work, but with modifications of their working conditions or their wages. But, most important, 70% of the patients resumed their previous work with the same pay. On average, they had to stay for ten days in the surgical department and had to stop work for 3 months. This may be due to our great concern with early rehabilitation, aimed at manual work, with early transfer of patients to specialized rehabilitation centers.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)